
The Link School 2013/14 Course List 
 
*  The complete course catalog for Link School courses for the coming year will be 
available in late August after the staff curriculum prep time.  The following is a quick look at 
what’s on the docket.     
 
Theme for Year 6:  Consilience - the idea of “leaping forward together.” 
The proposed overarching educational theme for the coming school year woven though 
our courses and programs will be the question based on the idea of consilience -  
"How can we support each other in making radical progress?" 
   
ENGLISH:    
(1 credit) Regular and Honors English classes, taught by Christine Bailey, will develop 
reading, writing, and communication skills in a variety of ways through the medium of 
exploring genre - science fiction, mystery, theater, biography, fantasy, etc. Students will read 
assigned texts in class as well as self-selected independent reading books. Writing pieces 
will most likely include narratives, persuasive essays, an original short story, poetry, and 
articles, among others. Also sprinkled throughout classwork will be scintillating vocabulary 
words and invaluable grammar skills. 
 
The Literature of Spiritual Exploration (.5 credit) taught by Bobby Lewis 
This course is designed to study some of the ways other cultures, religions, and individuals 
explore spiritual identity.  Students will develop a greater understanding of the nature of 
this search and familiarization with literature that explores the topics of spiritual identity, 
God, and life-meaning from a wide range of perspectives.  This will primarily be a reading 
and discussion based course.  Writing assignments will be both essays and journaling 
assignments designed to explore spiritual growth topics.  In addition, the course will 
explore other traditions through speakers and field visits to sacred sites.  Lastly, students 
will develop the ability to explore inwardly through prayer, meditation and abstinence 
during solo experiences on succeeding vision quests of increasing rigor and length. 
 
SCIENCE:  
Environmental Science I:  Mountain Ecology (1 credit) taught by Preston Larimer.   
The Rocky Mountains around The Link School provide an excellent laboratory for the 
study of mountain environments.  In learning to interpret the complexity of mountain 
landscapes, we will look at plant and animal adaptations, mountain geomorphology and 
resource management in mountain environments.  Students will be expected to share 
independent research projects while on the Peru expedition.  In addition, we will do a unit 
using fly fishing as a means of observing aquatic biology and river environments. 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES/HISTORY:  
Modern American History (1 credit) taught by Bill Fabian,  
My grandparents were born in the 1890s, before cars were invented.  They lived to see a 
human being walk on the moon.  The mother of a college friend was born the same year 
that Mary Baker Eddy died, in 1910.  She passed on this last summer.  Think of the history 



these people witnessed!  Think of the history that YOU are witnessing.  When did our 
modern American culture start? 
 
This course will trace the journey of Americans from the closing of the western frontier in 
1890 through the 20th century.  Through historical video documentaries and research 
projects, we will explore key historical trends, individuals, and social movements.  Always 
we will ask:  what from our past defines who we are today?  We will aim a critical eye on 
several communities from the past, including immigrant communities, civil and women's 
rights communities, a World War II paratrooper community, counter-culture communities 
from the 1960s, and environmental communities.  Did these communities successfully 
practice consilience, Link's theme for the year?  Their success, or lack of it, set the stage for 
the culture we are living in today. 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
Spanish I (1 credit) taught by Erin Easton.   
This course is designed to introduce students to foreign language.  The students not only 
learn Spanish but also good methods on how to approach a foreign language and why it is 
important.  They start out by being given the tools necessary to learn a foreign language.  
They also learn how to use a dictionary and verb book effectively.  By the end of the year, 
they should have a strong base of vocabulary and the ability to form coherent sentences.  
Students will be able to create verbal and written exchanges using simple vocabulary and 
basic sentence structure on familiar topics, greetings, feelings, basic directions, and opinions.  
In written and oral language they will be able to identify the main idea, respond to simple 
directions, and identify meaning using cognates and visual cues.  Students will be able to 
define cultural products, practices, contributions, and celebrations. 
 
Content: 
• level one grammar concepts as shown in Colorado state standards 
• level one vocabulary as shown in Colorado state standards 
• speaking, reading, writing and listening exercises that will progress throughout the year 
• cultural studies exploring Spanish speaking countries around the world and why it is 

important to learn about other cultures and their language 
 
Spanish II (1 credit) taught by Erin Easton. 
This course is designed to strengthen the students in all areas of the Spanish language. They 
begin to examine how to take language study to the next level and move towards a 
practical everyday use of Spanish. They further their comfort in using outside resources, the 
dictionary and verb books. The course includes reading, writing, grammar, speaking and 
listening exercises as well as cultural studies on different Spanish speaking countries around 
the world. At the end of the year students will be able to produce written and verbal 
language on their personal experiences using specific details. Students will be able to 
comprehend written and verbal language by identifying the main idea, define unknown 
words using decoding strategies, and interpreting meaning by using context. They will also 
be able to differentiate and compare products, practices, celebrations, and contributions of 
all countries studied. 
 
 



Content: 
• vocab lessons following the Colorado state standards for year 2 Spanish courses 
• grammar lessons following the Colorado state standards for year 2 Spanish courses 
• weekly reading, writing, speaking and listening exercises 
• cultural studies on varying Spanish speaking countries around the world 
real life scenarios designed to prepare the students for situations they may encounter while 
abroad 
 
Spanish Literature (1 credit) taught by Erin Easton. 
This course is designed to move students from simply studying Spanish into being proficient 
practicing speakers, writers and readers of the language. There are sections of the course 
applied to reading texts, writing reactions, summaries and short stories, listening exercises, 
grammar exercises and cultural studies. The goal is to have students actively using their 
grammar and vocabulary while taking a deeper look into Spanish culture through literature 
and current events. By the end of the year students should be able to produce written and 
verbal exchanges on a variety of topics solving everyday problems, describing events in 
detail, and explain a variety of sources. Students will be able to comprehend written and 
verbal language, make inferences, draw conclusions, identify setting, and interpret meaning. 
They will be able to compare cultural perspectives and products, the meaning and 
importance of practices, and analyze the contributions of each culture studied. 
 
Content: 
• grammar lessons based on the Colorado standard for a level 3 Spanish course 
• vocabulary that applies to lectures and texts 
• readings from the course book which includes cultural studies of Hispanic countries and 

from varying sources on current events in Hispanic countries. 
•  online listening exercises 
• writing exercises that will put the grammar lessons to use but also give the students a 

chance to analyze texts being read and films being watched 
• speaking exercises that will encourage students to react to things they are reading, 

writing and watching 
 
MATH:  (1 credit) taught by Bryan Reed.   
Students will be placed in one of the following range of math classes:  Pre-algebra, Algebra I 
or II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Trigonometry/Statistics.  Placement will be based on 
previous work completed and what each student needs for graduation, college, & career 
preparation. Classes are conducted as a hybrid of online instruction and instruction from 
Bryan Reed, as well as other tutors throughout the year. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  (1 credit) Students engage in daily workout routines and spend 
a week per month on demanding backcountry expeditions.    
 
ENRICHMENT COURSES:  (1 credit) 

-‐ Expedition Based Leadership Seminar  
-‐ Photo/Video Production/Computers 
-‐ Culinary Arts & Sustainable Foods  
-‐ Service Learning & Stewardship 
-‐ SAT/ACT Prep  


